Has the environment been properly assessed? A checklist
Application: ______________________   Reference: ____________   Date checked: ____________
Use this alongside the guide at eia-guide.html. Tick each item and note where you found it, or that it is missing. General information, not legal advice.
Screening
	Check
	Yes / Partly / No
	Where found / what is missing

	Is the screening opinion on the planning file?
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	

	Was the request for it complete (a plan, a description of the development and its likely significant effects - regulation 6), not just a letter arguing that no EIA is needed?
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	

	Does it describe the scheme now proposed, not an earlier or different one?
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	

	If it says no EIA is needed, are the reasons convincing?
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	


Scoping
	Check
	Yes / Partly / No
	Where found / what is missing

	Is there a scoping opinion, and was it given for this scheme?
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	

	Which topics were scoped out? (Energy, waste heat, water, generator noise and climate rarely unimportant for a data centre.)
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	


Environmental statement
	Check
	Yes / Partly / No
	Where found / what is missing

	Is there a non-technical summary?
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	

	Normal and maximum daily water use; drought arrangements; sewerage capacity
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	

	Electricity demand and emissions from generating it; on-site generators and running hours
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	

	Heat released, and whether using it was considered
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	

	Chemicals stored, including any PFAS; noise; air quality; decommissioning
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	

	Other data centres or projects nearby, assessed together
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	

	Reasonable alternatives (sites, designs, cooling) genuinely compared
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	


Conditions
	Check
	Yes / Partly / No
	Where found / what is missing

	Are any significant effects left to conditions or reserved matters instead of being assessed?
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	

	If so, has the planning officer explained why they cannot be assessed now?
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	


Decision
	Check
	Yes / Partly / No
	Where found / what is missing

	Does the officer's report contain the council's own reasoned conclusion on significant effects?
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	

	Is monitoring proposed where effects are uncertain?
	☐ Yes  ☐ Partly  ☐ No
	


Example request for missing information (send via WhatDoTheyKnow)
"Under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, please provide: (1) the screening opinion and any scoping opinion for application [reference], with the request and supporting information on which each was based; (2) any correspondence with the applicant about whether a new screening or scoping opinion was needed; and (3) the responses of Natural Resources Wales and the water company to the environmental statement."
The authority must reply within 20 working days and apply a presumption in favour of disclosure. If refused, ask it to reconsider within 40 working days, then complain to the Information Commissioner.
Example question to the planning officer
"Which of the likely significant environmental effects of this development are proposed to be dealt with by conditions or at reserved-matters stage rather than assessed in the environmental statement; why can they not be assessed now; and will the Council's reasoned conclusion address them before the application is decided?"
Sources
EIA (Wales) Regulations 2017: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/contents/made
Schedule 4 (contents of an environmental statement): https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/schedule/4/made
Environmental Information Regulations 2004: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/3391/contents
Gillespie v First Secretary of State [2003] EWCA Civ 400: https://caselaw.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ewca/civ/2003/400
R (Champion) v North Norfolk DC [2015] UKSC 52: https://caselaw.nationalarchives.gov.uk/uksc/2015/52
R (Finch) v Surrey CC [2024] UKSC 20: https://supremecourt.uk/cases/press-summary/uksc-2022-0064
WhatDoTheyKnow: https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/
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